   SW 894 D/E Competency Descriptions, Behaviors and Learning Activities
CLINICAL ASP: Competency 1: Demonstrate Ethical and Professional Behavior
Clinical social workers apply the profession's ethical standards and values and follow relevant laws and regulations that may impact advanced clinical practice with individuals, families, and groups. Clinical social workers critically analyze and apply ethical decision-making frameworks in their practice. Clinical social workers evaluate the effect of their personal values, experiences, and affective reactions on their professional practice and modify their approach as needed. Clinical social workers understand the theoretical underpinnings and history of clinical practice. Clinical social workers collaborate with inter-professional teams as appropriate and advocate for social work values. Clinical social workers pursue continued improvement and growth in their understanding and application of self, service, and social systems. Clinical social workers are committed to updating their knowledge and skills through attention to emerging research. Clinical social workers critically assess and employ technology in advanced clinical practice. Clinical social workers:
Behavior 1.1: Assess the context of practice settings and the impact on the therapeutic relationship when applying the standards of the NASW Code of Ethics to make ethical decisions.
Activity: Use the ethical decision-making model from SW 845 class to work through 3-4 ethical dilemmas faced during the semester and share the process with her instructor.
Activity: Use an ethical decision-making model to work through 3-4 ethical dilemmas including cultural/racial strengths and share the process with field instructor.
Behavior 1.2: Maintain consistency with professional presentation, recognizing and adapting to different practice setting norms. 
Activity: Repeatedly identify the impact of personal and professional strengths, limitations, and challenges and discuss with field instructor.
Activity: Identify and discuss the impact personal values about race and equity have on working effectively with others.
Behavior 1.3 Use technology ethically to promote participant access to services and improve clinical outcomes.
Activity: Identify technologies to increase clients' access to services, improve clinical outcomes and share findings with instructor, 2-3 times this semester.
Activity: Identify cultural factors involved in using various technologies and potential impact on outcomes.
CLINICAL ASP: Competency 2: Advance Human Rights and Social, Economic, and Environmental Justice
Clinical social workers recognize that every person, regardless of their position in society, has fundamental global human rights such as freedom, safety, privacy, an adequate standard of living, health care, and education. Clinical social workers have a professional responsibility to assist in shaping policy to support these rights. Clinical social workers recognize strategic opportunities to influence policy in multiple contexts and advocate for policy changes that advance professional social work values; global human rights; social, economic, and environmental justice; and assist the individuals, families, and groups with whom they work. Clinical social workers:
[bookmark: _Hlk146274019]Behavior 2.1: Work alongside participants to advocate for human rights and social, economic, and environmental justice at the individual, family, and group levels.
Activity: Consistently advocate with clients regarding social policies, as they are presented at agency or community meetings.
Activity: Advocate for assessing impact of intergenerational family patterns of trauma.
Behavior 2.2: Apply empowerment theory to amplify participant voice and participant engagement in activities that influence decision-makers and eliminate oppressive structural barriers.
Activity: Explore the role of racial and ethnic identities and incorporate them with empowerment approaches with clients to eliminate barriers.
Activity: Review the NASW’s Cultural Competency standards and utilize supervision and regularly discuss how these standards could empower clients.
Behavior 2.3: Apply systems theory to engage in activities that influence decision-makers and eliminate oppressive structural barriers.
Activity: Review the MDOC Mental Health Departments’ client assessment tools from a systemic perspective for sections that pertain to diversity and culture. Regularly discuss findings in supervision.
Activity: Apply systems theory in team meeting discussion to influence decisions to eliminate barriers.
CLINICAL ASP: Competency 3: Engage Anti-Racism, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (ADEI) in Practice
Clinical social workers who practice with individuals, families, and groups recognize the diversity of the clients with whom they work, and the intersection of multiple factors including but not limited to age, class, color, culture, disability and ability, ethnicity, gender, gender identity and expression, immigration status, marital status, political ideology, race, religion/spirituality, sex, sexual orientation, and tribal sovereign status. Clinical social workers seek out knowledge related to these factors and strive to develop cultural humility. Clinical social workers recognize how this diversity influences their clients' experiences within their ecosystems and how they, in turn, are differentially affected by their own diverse characteristics. Clinical social workers are knowledgeable about how cultural norms affect all levels of work with clients. Clinical social workers apply self-awareness and cultural humility to manage the influence of power, privilege, personal biases, and values in the therapeutic relationship. Clinical social workers:
Behavior 3.1: Identify and apply theoretical frameworks that focus on intersectionality, decolonization, and anti-oppressive practice to enhance clinical practice and participant outcomes.
Activity: Apply anti-racist theories such as identity development to enhance clinical outcomes.
[bookmark: _Hlk146275428]Activity: Apply intersectionality framework in assessment to improve clinical outcomes.
Behavior 3.2: Clinically engage participants as experts of their own lives using anti-racist and anti-oppressive practices
Activity: Empower clients to advocate for themselves, based on goals, to foster self-determination and independence.
Activity: Empower clients to advocate for themselves based on strengths, and identities to foster self-determination and self-efficacy.
CLINICAL ASP: Competency 4: Engage in Practice-informed Research and Research-informed Practice
Clinical social workers demonstrate the ability to use quantitative and qualitative research methods to inform and evaluate their social work practice with individuals, families, and groups. Clinical social workers use evidence from multi-disciplinary sources and multiple ways of knowing to inform and evaluate their social work practice with individuals, families, and groups. Clinical social workers demonstrate the ability to translate research findings into effective practice, policy, and service delivery, clinical social workers:
Behavior 4.1: Apply research evidence that are ethical, culturally-informed, anti-racist, and anti-oppressive frameworks to guide practice with diverse and historically excluded and oppressed groups to develop practice-informed research and research-informed clinical practice. 
Activity: Present case in team meetings summarizing anti-oppressive and culturally-sensitive practices used and outcomes.
Activity: Regularly incorporate culturally-sensitive and anti-racist best practices using diverse literature sources and discuss implications on treatment.
Behavior 4.2: Elicit input and feedback from diverse and historically excluded and oppressed groups to develop practice-informed research and research-informed clinical practice.
Activity:  Frequently engage others from oppressed groups by to inform practice methods that are culturally-sensitive.
Activity: Survey historically excluded groups and analyze findings to inform clinical practice.
CLINICAL ASP: Competency 5: Engage in Policy Practice
Clinical social workers utilize human rights and social justice frameworks to develop strategic plans for influencing policy and its implementation at the federal, state, and/or local governmental and organizational levels. Clinical social workers understand the role of advocacy in policy practice and understand how to create a strategic plan to effect policy change across systems that may impact the individuals, families, and groups with whom they work. Clinical social workers understand the relevance of advocacy to create policy that supports human rights and social justice across multiple system levels. Clinical social workers:
Behavior 5.1 Apply advocacy strategies for changing policies at the global, federal, state, and/or local levels.
Activity: Routinely discuss advocacy strategies with supervisor such as laws, policies and regulations that affect underrepresented and BIPOC constituents.
Activity: Analyze current department policies and discuss ones that are currently under review in supervision. Provide and receive feedback on ways policies can be improved.
Behavior 5.2: Actively engage populations to impact policies that affect the social, economic, and environmental well-being of individuals, organizations, and communities.
Activity: Continually educate patients about policies in mental health system and empower them to advocate for themselves for more equitable services.
Activity: Consistently identify policies and laws at the local, state, and federal level and summarize inequities and seek input from oppressed individuals with a mental illness.
CLINICAL ASP: Competency 6: Engage with Individuals, Families, and Groups
Clinical social workers recognize theories of clinical practice and critically evaluate and apply this knowledge to facilitate engagement with clients, including individuals, families, and groups. Clinical social workers employ advanced interpersonal skills and strategies to effectively engage diverse clients. Clinical social workers assess how their personal experiences and affective reactions may impact their ability to effectively engage with diverse clients. Clinical social workers utilize relationship-building and inter-professional collaboration to facilitate engagement with individuals, families, and groups, as well as constituencies and other professionals as appropriate. Clinical social workers:
Behavior 6.1: Formulate, define, and demonstrate culturally-responsive engagement strategies with participants and constituencies.
Activity: Demonstrate inclusive engagement strategies with diverse individuals, families or groups by completing intakes with 2 clients.
Activity: Identify and use culturally-responsive engagement strategies based on literature review of community norms and discussion with client.
Behavior 6.2: Practice ongoing, critical self-reflective practices to evaluate clinical bias in engaging participants and constituencies. 
Activity: Process record clinical sessions attending to personal reactions/assumptions to identify bias.
Activity: Journal assumptions about clients’ reactions to engagement strategies used to identify potential implicit biases.
Behavior 6.3: Utilize clinical supervision and interdisciplinary consultation and coordination to enhance practice effectiveness and address complex participant needs.
Activity: Discuss personal biases in supervision and strategically engage in ant-racist practices to form effective interpersonal therapeutic relationships.
Activity: Discuss clinical challenges with clients in supervision and adjust engagement strategies accordingly.


CLINICAL ASP: Competency 7: Assess Individuals, Families, and Groups
Clinical social workers understand how to use theories of clinical practice to inform their assessment of diverse individuals, families, and groups. Clinical social workers understand and utilize multi-dimensional and multi-systemic information in assessing diverse individuals, families, and groups. Clinical social workers collaborate with other professionals to interpret and integrate clinical knowledge into the assessment. Clinical social workers articulate and manage how their personal experiences and affective reactions may influence their assessment and decision-making. Clinical social workers:
Behavior 7.1: Apply clinical theories and culturally-responsive frameworks to the assessment process.
Activity: Apply culturally-responsive frameworks to assess the impact of cultural and community norms on the client.
Activity: Identify and effectively use constituents’ natural support systems to assess needs.
Behavior 7.2: Reflect on and address the impact of personal experiences, biases, power, and privilege on the assessment process.   
Activity: Review each assessment and analyze using anti-oppressive and culturally-sensitive theories.
Activity: Identify how one’s power and privilege impacts the assessment process through a supremacy lens.
CLINICAL ASP: Competency 8: Intervene with Individuals, Families, and Groups
Based on the assessment of the client system, clinical social workers critically analyze and select evidence-informed interventions. Clinical social workers implement interventions as an ongoing interactive process with diverse individuals, families, and groups. Clinical social workers critically apply clinical theories to intervene with clients to achieve client goals. Clinical social workers collaborate and communicate with other professionals to develop intervention strategies and approaches to meet client goals. Clinical social workers articulate and manage how their personal experiences and affective reactions may influence their intervention process with diverse individuals, families, and groups. Clinical social workers:
Behavior 8.1: Critically analyze and collaboratively select evidence-informed interventions based on participant goals.
Activity: Develop mutually agreed-on goal based on continual assessment of strengths and needs that are culturally-sensitive with clients.
Activity: Repeatedly select evidence-informed interventions when working with OPT staff to plan curriculum for anger management and anxiety therapy groups.
Behavior 8.2: Effectively implement culturally-responsive clinical interventions to achieve participant goals.    
Activity: Collaborate with colleagues to clinically intervene centering constituents’ identities to achieve equitable treatment outcomes.
Activity: Use culturally-sensitive clinical transition strategies to support the client in achieving goals.
Activity: Use culturally-sensitive clinical transition strategies in making referrals to community partners to support the client in achieving goals.
CLINICAL ASP: Competency 9: Evaluate Practice with Individuals, Families, and Groups
Clinical social workers evaluate and utilize outcomes to advance clinical practice, policy, and service delivery effectiveness. Clinical social workers establish and utilize a theoretically informed knowledge base for evaluation of their practice. Clinical social workers implement qualitative and quantitative methods for evaluating outcomes and practice effectiveness with individuals, families, and groups. Clinical social workers:
Behavior 9.1 Use anti-racist and anti-oppressive approaches to ethically evaluate processes and outcomes. 
Activity: Continually identify and analyze anti-racist theoretical frameworks and scholarly literature to better evaluate outcomes for patients and families.
Activity: Routinely identify, discuss with supervisor, and implement culturally-responsive process evaluation methods. 
Behavior 9.2: Practice ongoing evaluation using diverse methods to improve practice effectiveness and service delivery. 
Activity: Continually identify and analyze culturally-bound frameworks and scholarly literature to better evaluate outcomes for patients and families.
Activity: 2-3xs/semester analyze patient satisfaction surveys and make recommendations to improve equitable and inclusive service delivery.
