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We accept transfer students into the School of Social Work at two levels.
1. Pre-Social Work Standing – Students may be admitted as a pre-social work student fall or spring semester. This student intends to work on some of the program prerequisites and general education requirement at MSU and typically has less than 50 credits. This student will typically have 3 years until graduation at MSU.  For this standing you will apply to MSU and put your first preference major as social work. 
2. SW Upper Level Program Admit – The upper level social work program is a cohort model. This means that we start a group of students in the program each fall (with applications the spring and summer before). This student will be on a two year path to graduation and will come to MSU with around 60 credits completed and all 7 social work prerequisites. For this standing you will first apply to MSU and put your first preference major as social work. Once accepted you will then complete the admissions application and essay found here: https://socialwork.msu.edu/BASW/admissions.html

Social Work Program Pre-requisites:  The social work program has 7 prerequisite courses that must be completed prior to the start of the upper level program. In addition to be ready to apply students need to have roughly 60 credits, be admitted to MSU, and have the 7 prerequisites complete.  
In MSU course language the 7 prerequisites are (use the transfer.msu.edu tool to find your equivalents) 
1. SW200: Introduction to Social Work 
2. PLS 100: Introduction to American Government or PLS140: Comparative Politics
3. SOC100: Introduction to Sociology
4. PSY101: Introduction to Psychology
5. A 200 level psychology course: PSY200, 235, 236, 244, 270, 280 
6. EC201: Microeconomics or EC202: Macroeconomics
7. One from: HNF150: Human Nutrition, PSL250: Introductory Physiology, MMG141: Introduction to Genetics,  
    PSY209: Brain and Behavior
Please note you must earn a 2.0 or higher for a course to transfer to MSU, with a cumulative GPA of a 2.5 or higher.

Michigan Transfer Agreement (MTA): If your transcript states that you meet MTA requirements, all of your General Education courses at MSU will be complete. This includes courses MSU students take in writing, mathematics, physical and biological sciences with lab experience, and integrative courses in social science and arts and humanities. If you use any of the social work prerequisite courses to meet your MTA requirements, they will also satisfy the social work prerequisite requirements. To learn about MTA and requirements at your home institution visit: https://www.mitransfer.org/michigan-transfer-agreement  Please work with your home institution advisor to determine if the MTA agreement makes sense for you.

Without MTA certification, transfer student courses will be evaluated on a course by course basis to meet the MSU requirements. MSU general education courses:https://reg.msu.edu/AcademicPrograms/Print.aspx?Section=215 

MSU Transfer Tool: Interested in finding out how the course you took will transfer to MSU or for guidance on what course to take at your home institution? Check out https://transfer.msu.edu/

Please note if a course says it does not transfer to MSU, that means you will not receive credit for that course. If you are looking for an equivalent of a course that is not listed, that means the course needs to be evaluated at MSU. This process will begin when you apply to and are accepted to MSU.

MSU Transfer Student Website: https://admissions.msu.edu/apply/transfer  Here you will find information on transferring to MSU, application information, information on fees, waivers, and majors. 


To learn more about the Social Work Major and the School of Social Work at Michigan State University visit: https://socialwork.msu.edu/ or contact Monaca Eaton at eatonmon@msu.edu with questions.
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