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Hello and Welcome!
We are excited that you are interested in applying to the upper level social work program. We have worked to make the process as straight forward as possible. We are looking to ensure that the social work program is the right fit for you as an individual and a student and will prepare you for the career you envision. As part of this, students who are interested in beginning the upper level social work program are required to submit an application.
We begin a new cohort in the upper level program each fall for a 2 year (4 semester) program. Our curriculum is structured and must be taken in a specific order. This program requires you to attend class regularly, participate in class activities and discussions, engage with social work values and ethics, and to demonstrate commitment to the profession. The final year of the program you will be matched with a social work internship for the full year where you will spend 2ish days a week in the field. 
If you have decided that the social work program sounds like a good fit for you, you’re in the right place! The application process requires you to create 6 documents. You access and download the documents on our admissions page.
Up next: We will walk through the 6 documents and hopefully answer some questions you have along the way. 
If you are left with questions, please join one of our virtual Q&A sessions found toward the bottom of the admission page.
1. Academic Readiness Check Sheet: This is a fillable form that asks for information on the seven social work prerequisite courses you have taken or are enrolled in. We need to see that there is a clear path for you to have all the prerequisites complete by the start of the fall semester. You will also want to have 60ish credits at that time. If you need to take some additional courses this summer at MSU or a community college to reach those 60 credits or finish the prerequisites, that is ok! Just make sure to note that on this check sheet. You are still ready to apply. If you are unsure when you took a course, you can look up your courses and grades at student.msu.edu
2. Admission Essay Directions: This document contains the 5 essay questions you will answer for your application. It includes instructions on format, length requirement, and how you should save your file. Social work is a writing intensive discipline, profession, and program. We will evaluate your essays for your professional writing skills, goodness of fit for the field of social work and the program, and your ability to fully answer each of the question prompts. Don’t forget MSU has a writing center where you can get support in person and virtually with your essay and editing. Make sure this reflects your best writing! This MUST be original writing. You are prohibited from using AI, work written for other courses/assignments, or copying from the internet or source material. 

3. Social Work Professionalism and Ethics Agreement: Social work is not a traditional major, it is a professional development program. This document walks you through the expectations of the program that are necessary to be successful. Read this carefully. You will need it for one of your essay questions too!
4. Criminal Background Statement of Understanding: As we talked about earlier in the document, part of the program is a field placement doing real world social work. Please be aware that Federal and State laws mandate criminal background checks for people working with or volunteering with children, the elderly or people with disabilities. A criminal record might make a student ineligible for certain required field placements. Information about criminal records may be disclosed to field placement agencies. Field placement agencies may also require that students pass drug and communicable disease screening before accepting them. Signing this form indicates that you understand that being unable to pass drug or communicable disease screening, or have the presence of a criminal background may make you ineligible for field placements. 
5. Student Resume: This walks you though the requirement for a resume. Don’t worry if you have very little to put on this. It is a first attempt for many to start developing their professional presence. You will need a more refined version when you work to get matched with an agency for your field experience. Any experience you have, volunteer or paid, is important! This early in your college career it is appropriate to include things from your time in high school. All experiences are valid in learning to work with people!
6. Unofficial Transcript: Follow the directions listed to download your unofficial transcript.
Once you have all 6 documents completed and ready to upload you can move on to the Admission Application Submission Portal. Here you will fill out your contact information and then upload each of the 6 documents. Please expect 3-5 weeks for your admission decision. Decisions will be sent via confidential message from the Registrar’s Office.
Important Note: First, take a deep breath! Second, we work to get you in, not keep you out! If something is missing, there is an error, or something we are unsure of, someone from our team will reach out to you. Do your best to make sure things are complete! If you run into issues with downloads, submitting your forms, or application, please contact our program assistant, Heather Sattazahn at sattaza3@msu.edu or at 517-353-8616
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